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1. THE NATURE OF PHILOSOPHY: AREAS OF PHILOSOPHICAL 
_ INQUIRY _ 


A. Meaning and definition of philosophy: The term philosophy is 
multidimensional concept. People view philosophy in different ways, because of 
their differences in viewing the word “ Philosophy ” (pikoaoqna came from two 
Greeks words “PHILO” and “SOPHIA” both meaning of love of wisdom. 
Although, contemporary philosophers do not parade themselves as “ wise men ”, 
Wisdom is certainly an attribute of philosophy. But who is wise man? To refer 
to a person as a wise man in Africa, the person must be able to think critically 
deeply about the world around him. How must paper qualification one has 
doesn’t amount for his becoming a philosopher. The so-called illiterate in your 
village could just be the philosopher around whom you could learn a lot about 
your society. Thus, philosophy has been defined as: 

i) A mental attitude between science and religion. Like science, it is concerned 
about factual evidence about the world. Like religion, philosophy is never 
definite about anything said about the nature of God or man. 

ii) A way of simplifying complex ideas and statements about our experiences in 
life in order to make us understand them fully. 

iii) A study which examines the nature of the world and the reasons behind 
many things or events happening in it. 

iv) The sum of what a person accepts as guiding principles to act in a particular 
way at the different times, places and circumstances. 

Each of these definitions reflects the views of different philosophers. 


B. THE SCOPE OF PHILOSOPHICAL INQUIRIES 


Philosophical inquiries are generally about the following areas of study, namely: 

i. A comprehensive explanation why man occupies a particular position in the 
world. 
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ii. An explanation of the nature of knowledge and relevance to human life. 


iii. A study of theories and principles which guide social behavior which we call 
“good” or “bad”, “right” or “wrong”. 


C. BRANCHES OF PHILOSOPHY 


In fact, philosophy has to do with asking question about existence purpose of 
life generally. It is broken into four branches: 

i. Metaphysics 

ii. Epistemology 

iii. Axiology, and 

iv. Logic 


i. METAPHYSICS 


is the study of the nature of reality that is how to 
determine whether or not a thing is real. Because philosophers realize that our 
dependence on the senses as a way of knowledge is not reliable. The subject 
examines the question on the existence of God and other Devine forces. 


ii. EPISTEMOLOGY 


is concern with knowledge. It is the study of how we 
know, can be linked with the first one. For one thing, we can’t claim to know 
what is not real. To be able to educate, we must have knowledge. The primary 
responsibility of the school is to generate knowledge as a process of education. 
Knowledge can divided into following 


1. Revealed Knowledge 

2. Empirical Knowledge 

3. Intuitive Knowledge 

4. Rational Knowledge 

5. Authoritative Knowledge 
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1. REVEALED KNOWLEDGE - This is a form of knowledge received from 
God through divine inspiration or revelation. Such knowledge is recorded in the 
Holy books. 

2. INTUITIVE KNOWLEDGE - Unlike revealed knowledge which comes 
from external source, intuitive knowledge emanates from the knower. It is the 
knowledge that suddenly presents itself to the person in a moment of insight or 
moment of illumination. Here an idea or a solution to a problem or a conclusion 
suddenly erupts or breaks into consciousness. Intuitive knowledge is generally 
accepted on the basis of the insightful ability and imaginative vision of the 
author of the knowledge. 

3. EMPIRICAL KNOWLEDGE - This is knowledge that can be obtained 
through the senses. Empirical knowledge differs from both intuitive and 
revealed knowledge; this is so because empirical knowledge is subject to 
experimentation and observation. Empirical knowledge is gained through the 
modem sciences and modem sciences adopt the method of testing scientific 
hypothesis by experimentation and observation. Empirical knowledge is 
confronted with the problem of the limitations of human senses, which are 
sometimes deceptive. Scientific conclusion cannot be drawn with absolute 
certainty but can be qualified as most probable. The assumption of the sciences 
is that the future must continue to be like past. 

4. RATIONAL KNOWLEDGE - This is knowledge obtained through reason, 
unlike the experimental method by which we obtained empirical knowledge. 
Rational knowledge is acquired through the operation of human reason alone 
without contact with the actual situation or events or state. 

For example if Peter is taller than Paul and Paul is taller than John. Then Peter 
must be taller than John. This is pure rational knowledge we have not measures 
them, it came from rational knowledge. Mathematics is based on rational 
knowledge 


If A>B and B>C, therefore A>C 
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The principles of formal logic and mathematics are typical examples of rational 
knowledge. We can only demonstrate the truth of these subjects by abstract 
reasoning. 

5. AUTHORITIES KNOWLEDGE - This is knowledge which an individual 
accepts on the basis of somebody’s authority. Knowledge which comes from 
experts Example a morbid anatomist can assert the cause of somebody’s death. 

iii. AXIOLOGY - is the study of values. Axiology is derived from the Greek 
word ‘ axios ’ meaning worthy, and ‘ logos’ meaning discourse. This is the 
branch of philosophy that deals with value- both intrinsic values and extrinsic 
values. Values are described as intrinsic when they are pursued for their own 
sake, while extrinsic values are pursued as a means to other ends. For instance 
medicine as a discipline can be said to have intrinsic value, when it is aimed at 
the improvement of the health of the society. It can be said to have extrinsic 
value when it is seen as a means of acquiring material wealth. Axiology It is 
divided into two branches. Aesthetics and Ethnics. 

1. Aesthetics - is concerned with the notion or beauty 

2. Ethnic - is concerned about the value we place on anything. 

iv. LOGIC - deals with the law of reasoning, the rules or arriving at valid 
inference. 

Over the years, philosophy has assumed a more moderate role by confining 
itself to analyzing and clarifying and statements. It also tries to resolve issues in 
human life, in order to improve our understanding of the subject matters of life 
in general and disciplines as well. 


D. FUNCTION OF PHILOSOPHY 


The analytic philosophers see philosophy as a study that essentially simplifies 
and analyzes issues and statements pertaining to other subjects in order to 
enable us understand them better. Below are the functions of philosophy: 
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i. Analytic Function - that analysis and clarification of ideas, issues and 
statements to enable us understand the subject matters of other disciplines 
(Clarifying ideas on education). 

ii. Speculative and Normative Function - the mind enables man think about 
himself, the people around him the world in general. With the mind speculates 
on thing about which he is not much sure, he can imagine things that are 
possible and impossible. 

iii. Inspirational Function - the educational process in constantly inspired by 
philosophy. Such work as Plato’s Republic and others has becomes the 
reference book of many educators because they obtain a lot of insight from 
these books on guide their activities. Every society has its ideals and therefore 
strives to attain it. 

iv. Prescriptive Function - every nation has its problems which call for 
solution. Philosophical prescriptive is therefore made to overcome these 
problems. Every society expects some guidance from its philosophers especially 
on education. 

v. Coordinating Function - it is important to note that all the other discipline 
broke away from philosophy. The coordinating role of philosophy in 
articulating the knowledge of various disciplines such as Philosophy of 
sciences, Social Science, Law and Philosophy of Education among others can’t 
be overemphasized. 

iv. Philosophy as a Guide to Curriculum Design - the educational process 
relies on curriculum guidance while, philosophy constitutes the base of 
curriculum design. Curriculum design is the fruitful ordering of subject matter 
designed to procedure knowledge, skills and attitude in our children. Philosophy 
therefore plays vital part in shaping of education. 
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IMPLICATION OF PHILOSOPHY FOR TEACHING 


Philosophy has great implication for teaching. It helps the teacher to: 

1. Think critically and clearly thus, encourage this in his learners. 

2. Understand his work better. 

3. Understand the rational and educational goals for his country therefore, works 
towards achieving such goals. 

The teachers must therefore see himself as a national-builder, because the 
country depends on him to teach in such a way that the manpower needed to 
man, the different areas of responsibilities is efficient and effective. 


2) THE CONCEPT OF EDUCATION & SCOPE OF PHILOSOPHY OF 

EDUCATION 


A. MEANING AND DEFINITION OF EDUCATION 

Most of times we tend to think of education in terms of what teachers and their 
pupils do in school. It is only a small fraction of education. Because, education 
is a process that taking place from birth to death. It involves a number of 
activities on the part of several people i.e. teacher, the pupil, parents, 
government and every citizen of the country. They all participate in the process 
in way or the other. Teaching is a key factor in education and learning is 
another. The first teacher a child ever has is his parents, while teaching-learning 
process starts with the child’s parent where he learns so many things from them. 
As you can see, education begins at home with parents leading the way. At the 
school the teacher continues the process of educating the child. The teacher and 
the child’s parents are partners in education and progress of the child. At the 
school level, the responsibility of educating the child is shared by all agencies of 
education which ensures that adequate facilities such as books, materials and 
qualify staff are provided. The process of education therefore involves different 
activities on the part of parents, teachers, the community, government and the 
child. The goal is to help him acquire knowledge, skills and morals. The 
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educated person is one who can apply his knowledge and skill in such as a way 
and solution to whatever problems confronts him. 

R.S., Peters (1967) defined education as a “process of socialization, 
enculturation and transmission of what is worthwhile to those are 
committed to it.” In view of these we can define education as a process of 
developing knowledge ability in learners in such a way that they use this 
knowledge to improve themselves and their society. 


B. THE SCOPE OF PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION 


Philosophy and education are two side of a coin. Philosophy of education is a 
combination of two broad but related disciplines, they are philosophy and 
education. Thus John Dewey described philosophy as a general theory of 
education meaning that you can’t do philosophy without education. We can’t 
separate philosophy and education. Philosophy of education can therefore be 
defined as subject in whom we set goals for education bearing in mind our 
social needs as people. In philosophy we also verify issues and problem in 
philosophy of education. In philosophy of education, we study the nature of 
man to whether he should be educated and how best he can be educated. This is 
Metaphysics and education. 

We examine the nature of knowledge and what knowledge can be judged as best 
in education. This is Epistemology and education. We also study the value that 
education has and in what ways education can be pursued to promote the values 
which we have as a people. This called Axiology. Philosophy of education is 
analytic because it seeks to examines and clarify important educational issues 
and problems. 


C. PHILOSOPHY AS FOUNDATION FOR EDUCATIONAL THEORY 

AND PRACTICE 


The contribution of philosophy to the development of educational theory and 
practice has generated controversies. The science minded educators believes 
that scientific approach is more beneficial than that of philosophy. While 


11 





EDU1202 - Philosophy of Education 


science is said to be more factual, philosophy is based mostly on thinking which 
many people do not value. But philosophers hold the view that their approach to 
form educational theory is sound acceptable. Most philosophers consider the 
contribution of scientific investigation to education theory as useful because 
supplements the philosophical one. It in the light of this, that educational theory 
can be considered as a combination of philosophical beliefs, scientific findings 
especially in the social and behavioral sciences. Educational is usually intended 
to assess and described the relationship existing among teachers and what they 
do. Philosophy therefore constitutes the basis of educational theory which 
guides educational practices or the teaching-learning processes. 

Educational practice includes the activities of such professional as the 
headmasters, teachers, school librarians, guidance and counselors, officials of 
ministry of education and so on. But how does educational theory develop? 
How does philosophy from part of this practice? First, the mind develops some 
ideas of the world to promote learning. Secondly, the addition of scientific facts 
is intended to strengthen the philosophical ideas which can’t be seen physically. 
Thirdly, the inclusion of society’s view about things is intended to reflect the 
input of those for whom the educational process is meant. These way 
educational theories are based on facts and the hopes which scholars have for 
their societies either at the moment or in future. 


D. EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY AS A BASIS LOR EDUCATIONAL 

POLICY 


As policy is a statement of action to be taken by Government in to achieve some 
goals. Since educational policy is part policy, the National policy on education 
is therefore, Nigerian’s guideline for managing its educational institutions. The 
contribution of philosophy of education adds a lot to the process of formulating 
educational policies and practice. It provides theoretical guidelines on which 
policies are based. Many times philosophers are also policy makers. In Nigeria, 
philosophers have come out to participate in policy formulation and 
implementation at different levels. Their participation in the writing of the 
present program for the NTI is a case in point. Since the 1980s there has been an 
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increased awareness for philosophers to provide guidelines for our country on 
serious policy issues. Their roles have been the development of principles and 
theories which led to the formulation, development and implementation of 
public policy. They provide ideas which are then pursued in issues relating to 

foreign policy, the economy and the education. 

Philosophers of education have contributed a lot to education by way of 
educational theory as a guide to educational practice in Nigeria. Their active 
participation in policy issues in recent time has done much to make the 
implementation of the National Policy in Education more successful. They have 
continued to be helpful to teacher education in Nigeria. 


3. AIMS OF EDUCATION 


The Meaning of Educational Aim : Educational aim can be defined as a 
statement of what we hope to do in order to achieve our goals of education. For 
example we can say that we can reach the goal of education for all, we must aim 
at providing schools for all children of school age. The word ‘Aim’ conveys 
some suggestion of an objective that is not too near at hand or too easy to attain. 
Aim suggests the 

concentration on and the direction of effects towards an objective, that is not too 
near or close to hand, Aims suggest the possibility of failure or failing short. 

The teachers, like the hunter, are aimed with knowledge and skills which he 
wants to impart to his students. But in a lot cases shows that only sometimes he 
successfully hit his target and transmit to his students what he intends. 
Consequently, only some of his students get to be the educated persons that he 
aims to make them. The Aims of Education are as Follows: 

1. The Minimum Skills: They should provide men and women with a 
minimum of the skills necessary for them to (i) take their place in society and 
(ii) seek further knowledge. This is the least controversial of the listed aims. It is 
essential that everyone in the society should know how to read, write and 
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calculate sufficiently to go through their ordinary daily business. It is irrelevant 
what a person is a doctor, an engineer or a mechanic, he needs the skills in order 
to do his work effectively. 

2. Vocational Training: At every stage in life, we should be able to use not 
only our heads but our hands as well. We can’t all be engineers or teachers, 
some of us must be plumbers or carpenters etc. no matter what vocation a 
person has learnt, he should take interest in areas outside his own in order to be 
able to help himself when he is in need. Our education should aim at making us 
useful not only to ourselves but the society at large. 

3. Stimulating the Desire for Knowledge: Our educational system wrongly 
emphasizes the acquisition of knowledge as a means to an end. While no one 
would quarrel over using our acquired knowledge as a means of earing our 
living, quest for knowledge can also be for its own sake. Education has an 
intrinsic value, that is, it does not have to be seen as something that must always 
bring material reward or passing examination. For instance, when you read 
novels for your personal enjoyment, it gives you not only satisfaction a lone, but 
builds up your vocabulary. Our education should therefore, promotion our quest 
for knowledge at all times because it is not good for the individual but for the 
entire nation as well. 

4. Developing a Critical Outlook : This aim of education is a controversial one 
because Government officials or employers in general do not appreciate people 
who are critical of their actions. They are uncomfortable with them. But 
criticism is essential in a democratic society for people to be tolerant if different 
views. Our educational training must enable us read in between lines to detect 
possible areas of conflicts and point them out before it is too late. This will 
prevent a lot of problems in the long run. Constructive criticism is usually 
better, especially when the issue is a very sensitive one. Sound education 
therefore, develops in us a critical mind to enable us detect flaws and disagree 
with even those we respect most. Being critical is a sign of being an educated 
person. 
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WHAT IS MEANT BE AN EDUCATED PERSON: 


Not all who go through a college or university can be referred to as educated. A 
student may go through the university and if he has not actively participated in 
his studies and activities he may remain uneducated because the university has 
not passed through him. Many times, we refer to such a person as misadjusted 
literates. In the same vein if a school is poorly staffed, lacks physical structures, 
learning materials, efficient administration and finance, its products can hardly 
excel in their academic work. When someone pursues the course of being 
educated, it is implied that he wants to improve himself that is he wants a better 
life. Education consists of a chain of processes leading to having an improved 
outlook. To be an educated, means that we can pursue education for its own 
sake and appreciate that it is a value by itself. A hall-mark of a good school is 
the extent to which it kindles in its students a desire to go on with the value 
which they have been exposed when the pressures are off. A student who on his 
own would pick up a book to read the holidays, spend his time in the family 
garden working solving problems in mathematics and reading newspapers and 
magazine without being told is likely to be an educated person. A person who 
could at any cost pursue truth for its own sake or seek to improve himself or 
make something of a fitting form would qualify to be referred to as an educated. 
To be educated therefore, an individual must possess a body of knowledge and 
some kind of power of the mind to apply this in his practical life. It must be 
noted that it is what one does with his knowledge that makes him an educated 
person because, a person may acquire a large amount of knowledge but when he 
fails to relate it to his daily life, such a person is only ‘knowledgeable’. 

The attributes of the educated person are as follows: The educated person: 

1. Would pursue education for its own sake 

2. Will pursue the truth at all cost 

3. Is consistent as he will always try to uphold the truth in his life style 
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4. Possesses a body of knowledge and some power of the mind to apply in his 
daily life. Education therefore improves his personality 

5. His pursuit of education is a life-long process. 


DEMOCRACY AS AN AIM OF EDUCATION: 


The traditional teacher sees himself as a person who knows everything and has 
every right to inculcate knowledge and morals in his students. How he does it 
must not be challenged by anybody. He sees it as his God-given right to ‘Mould 
and Shape’ the child according to his own will. As far as the teacher is 
concerned, what he teaches in class is not as important as how he teaches it. The 
old lesson notes that he has been reciting to every group of students that comes 
along must never that he has been reciting to every group of students that comes 
along must never be touched or altered. He uses it for every generation that 
passes through the school. If you suggest a change of teaching method or 
revision of his materials, he dismisses it. All these show that the process of 
education relies too much on dictating what should be done, whereas it should 
be democratic. Although presently there has been some effort towards 
democracy because our teacher education programs at different levels have 
started to emphasize the need to educate instead of training. An educated 
teacher is more human than a trained teacher. The educated does not lack self- 
confidence, he always innovative and willing to learn in order to be more useful 
to his students and ready to leam from them. To make education less painful to 
our students, teachers in the system need to be more democratic. 

As aim of education which emphasizes self-realization, he must pay as much 
attention to processes of education as well as content of work and teaching 
method. The child-centered educator would ensure that the child’s feeling and 
interest are accommodated in a given program of study. Individual self- 
realization emphasizes the importance of learning by individual experience and 
discovery and the importance of a principal of options in a curriculum. Students 
should be given an opportunity to choose from a given set of subject in a 
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curriculum. In order to develop a democratic atmosphere in the school, we 
should ensure that we: 

i. Educate, rather than train teachers 

ii. Reduce teacher despotism (dictatorship) and encourage child-centeredness 

iii. Grant a reasonable measure of freedom to the child 

iv. Students should be given an opportunity to choose from a given set of 
subject in a curriculum. 

v. Teachers should be more accommodating and friendlier with their 
students. 


IMPLICATION FOR NIGERIAN EDUCATION: 


The National policy on education is Nigeria’s authoritative guide in identifying 
our aims of education. It highlights the importance of democracy as an 
educational aim. Unfortunately, not all teachers who should be acquainted with 
that document have done so. So, the average teacher still teacher despotism 
(absolutism) thus, do not encourage the free expression of learners ideas and 
curiosity, self-reliance and development of the spirit of inquiry as our society 
says, teachers should be more democratic. 

The Nigerian school must therefore endeavor to equip its students with the 
minimum skills, vocational training, continues urge to seek knowledge and the 
desire to develop critical outlook. These would help us much towards a more 
democratic, political and economically develop nation. 


4. THE PROCESS OF EDUCATION 


The Nature of Teaching as an Educational Process 

When the word “teaching” is used, it could mean a number of actions. Teaching 
has to do with the profession of the teacher, or what he actually does in the 
classroom to help his pupils to learn. However, it is a major specialized activity 
in the process of education. As we are all aware, education is a lifelong process 
which begins at birth and lasts till one dies. In every stage of one’s life, there is 
always someone teaching something directly or indirectly, formally or 
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informally. In short, we are not even sure who our teachers are at any point in 
time. It is possible to learn from somebody or event which may not be intended 
to teach us. 

However, teaching has been defined as purposed process of promoting the 
learning of an individual. Teaching could make many forms as long as there is 
an intention on the part of the teachers to promote learning a question may be 
asked whether we can learn without being taught. In fact, there are a lot of 
things that we have learned unconsciously and the absence of a teacher would 
seem to make any difference. What is important in teaching is the selection and 
transmission of appropriate materials needed to make learning easier for the 
pupils. In most cases, some will leam and others may not. But that doesn’t mean 
that teaching has not taken place. Several factors beyond the control of the 
teacher may be responsible for a student failure to leam. it is possible that he 
was hungry at the time and his mind was elsewhere or he was not just listening 
to the teacher’s teaching etc. All the same, teaching is inevitably a vital element 
in the process of education. 


TRAINING AS PART OF EDUCATION: 


When we talk about education, it is assumed that we have an understanding of 
human nature, because man is at the centre of the process of educating. But 
when for instance we say a man is ‘Tram in” or “Train for” something like the 
repair of fridges or plumbing, we refer to vocational or specialized work. In 
other words, he has just mastered certain practical skills to enable him carry out 
certain specific services in a particular area. A person with such specialized 
training may not be “ educated” in the strictest sense of the word. Indeed, a 
medical doctor or an engineer with training in any of these fields may actually 
not be considered educated as long as he fails to fulfill the requirement of being 
educated. Because after qualifying in the training, he may yet acquire education 
which helps to broaden the narrow area in which he trained. Therefore, training 
is only a part of education. But it is possible to combine training and education 
in a well-integrated education program. It is possible that a young medical 
doctor-in-training is asked to take courses in Literature, Sciences and Social 
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Sciences. The aim is to give him the broadest exposure possible. In most cases, 
our students in the university are asked to take a course in logic or history of 
philosophy in order to broaden with being trained in or for any vocation. Indeed, 
the aim of education involved in any training determines whether the field can 
be referred to as a profession or not. 


INSTRUCTION: 


In instruction, the instructor gives orders which may need to be obeyed. 
Instruction in this regard is passed from a superior person to passive recipients. 
The master-servant relationship does not give much room for mutual 
participation, challenge or dialogue. Students are supposed to accept whatever 
information they receive and may ask a few questions if permitted. Instruction 
as a process of education, limits the freedom of the learner considerably. Issues 
involved are usually religious, moral or political in nature. The authority of the 
instructor cannot be challenged. They are received as presented. 

When a teacher regularly does this, we say that he does not practice democratic 
principle in education. 


ATTRIBUTTES OF INDOCTRINATION - 


Indoctrination is mostly a way changing people’s beliefs or behavior in an 
authoritarian society. When a person is indoctrinated, he is made to accept 
certain types of doctrines or beliefs without any objection. Government and 
religious sects mostly use it to retain the loyalty of its citizen or supporters. 

Below are the Attributes of Indoctrination 

i. Making people accept political or religious or economic beliefs without 
freedom to reject 

ii. Use of propaganda or one sided view so as to prevent resistance to 
acceptance of views so imposed 

iii. Individual indoctrinated hold on to beliefs, ideas or doctrines whose truth 
they do not doubt even when have every evidence to doubt. 
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A closed, self-validating system which relies upon indoctrination as a means of 
maintaining itself can hardly lay claim to education in a positive way. 
Questioning and openness are important criteria for validating educational 
options which indoctrination negates these criteria. In democratic principles, it 
could consider as a draw-back to the process of education. A nation can retain 
the loyalty of its citizens without resorting to indoctrination because, the truth 
will later emerge and the system which relies on in doctrinarian collapses in the 
face of truth. 


INITIATION 


When R.S. Peter defined education as a process of socialization and 
transmission of what is worthwhile, he was saying that the process of education 
initiates the young into their society. A child is socialized when he is exposed to 
the norms, mores and practice of his community. He cannot become an 
acceptable member unless he has adopted the culture and become part of it. In 
these days of cultural diffusion, his culture may actually be a combination of 
several sub-cultures. It may be a fusion of Western, Igbo, Yoruba or Hausa, 
depending on where he lives. A child whose parents come from different ethnic 
groups has to cope with several linguistic, ethnic cultures. That way, his 
initiation becomes complex because he would have to do some balancing in 
order to find his bearing in the society. 

It is this point that initiation as an educational process is tested to the fullest 
parents and teachers would be well advised to relate an atmosphere that would 
enable the child evolves a system of understanding that would reduce areas of 
conflicts in their children’s education. A deliberate policy of education for 
cultural integration can do a lot to overcome this problem. Initiation must 
therefore be viewed as a process whereby young people are inducted into their 
society through the educational process. 


IMPLICATION FOR EDUCATION 


it is obvious that teachers are the movers of the process of education. They are 
not devising effective method of doing so in order to bring about the needed 
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change in the lives of their student. Teaching as the key element in the process 
of education can take the form of training, instruction, indoctrination or 
initiation. The final goal is the transformation of our pupils into educated and 
responsible citizens of our country. We must however, be careful to apply each 
of the form of teaching because they could be quite valuable depending of the 
circumstance we find ourselves. For instance in terms of war when a country is 
faced with the possibility of disintegration we might just find indoctrination 
useful for national self-preservation. We must discontinue it as soon as the 
country services such a threat. To maintain discipline in the military or in a 
workshop where the level of education may be low, instruction as well as 
training have been found to be effective. At the university the initiation of the 
young through teaching and lecture method have served the process of 
education. Teachers must therefore watch out for an appropriate approach to 
adopt. 


MAJOR SCHOOLS OF PHILOSOPHICAL THOUGHTS AS THE 
AFFECT NIGERIAN EDUCATION; REALISM, IDEALISM, 
PRAGMATISM AND EXISTENTIALISM 


1. REALISM 

Although the beginning of realism can be traced back to the time of Aristotle 
(384-322BC), the ideas of modem realism gained ground and spread during the 
twentieth century. 

This group of philosophers called realist is of different types. Some are called 
Classical Realist; Aristotle (384-322BC), Religious Realist; Thomas Aquinas 
(1225-1274), Scientific or Modem Realist; John Lock (1632-1704), Herbert 
Spencer (1820-1903), Francis Bacon (1561-1626), Contemporary Realist; 
Whitehead Alfred (1861-1947) 

The Major Philosophical Ideas of Realism: 

1. Nature of Human Existence and Existence of the World: They believe that 
matter is real. This means that the materials things which we see in this world 
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such as trees, animals, peoples etc. are real, they exist on their own. They are 
not something formed in the mind, this contrary to the idealists’ ideas which say 
that things of this material world are not real because they keep on changing. 

2. Knowledge: They believe that true knowledge is the knowledge that explains 
the world as it is. This can be gained through the use of the sense of touch, 
hearing, seeing and feeling among others. This is contrary to the idealists who 
believe that real knowledge is only attained by reasoning. 

3. Values: they all agree that values or moral laws like goodness, honesty, love, 
or truth are permanent and valid anywhere. This means that what is good today 
will continue to be good because goodness cannot change. Realists believe that 
the ability to understand these moral laws and values comes from reasoning 
which is a gift of God. But scientific realists say that understanding or moral 
values should be based on what science has proved to be benefit to man. 

4. Realist Aims of Education: Realist Thinkers have developed difference of 
education. The scientific realists say that, the aim of education is to provide 
man with all the knowledge, ideas and facts that can make him to survive in this 
world; Spencer (1820-1903) called this “Self-preservation”. He said that the 
greatest of education aim of education aim of education is make sure that all the 
things necessary for human being to continue to live and make progress in life 
are provided. Thus, they recommended technical and scientific studies in order 
to produce technicians and scientists. Another group, the Religious Realists 
maintains that the aim of education should be to bring man to the knowledge of 
God and obtain the salvation of his soul. This, they explained, can be done in 
two ways: 

i. By studying carefully the wonderful works of God in this world e.g. the sun, 
the moon, the starts, the mighty oceans of this world among others and sees how 
these work in perfect order and harmony. 

ii. They recommend teaching of moral and spiritual things through education. 
This will enhance the attainment of this aim. 
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The classical Realists say that the aim of education for man is to produce 
“ well-rounded and balanced” individuals. This means that education should 
make people moderate in behavior, balanced in their judgments reasonable in 
their actions and be sociable people. 

5. Realist Curriculum: Realists believe that education should be practical help 
man to survive in this world. They recommend technical and scientific studies 
together with reading, writing, history, law, arithmetic, physics, geography, 
astronomy, religious and moral instruction, optics and mechanics. 

6. Realists Methods of Education: They stress that education should be 
practical and useful for survival. They stress orderliness in doing thing and 
God’s creation is in perfect order. They also stress the use of critical reason, 
aided by observation in education. Thus, below are some of the methods they 
recommended: 

i. Locke (1632-1704) advocates the play way method in learning. 

ii. Herbert (1820-1903) recommends that learning should be full of activities for 
children (activity/practical method). 

iii. They recommend lecture method. A means of exposing pupils to concrete 
facts of knowledge about the world which will help them reason critically and 
attain the goal of self-realization. 

iv. The didactic and object methods were recommended by commodious and 
friable. They believe that the child remembers what he sees and touches but 
easily forgets what he hears. These methods involve the use of a variety of 
teaching aids, actual material objects, pictures, charts and diagrams among 
others. These will train their sense, help them to build up concepts and aid them 
to remember. 


23 



EDU1202 - Philosophy of Education 


HOW REALISM INFLUENCED EDUCATION IN NIGERIA 


Realist Philosophers have influenced Nigerian Education in many ways 
particularly, our National Policy of Education. The influence of the realist can 
be felt on our educational system from the following facts: 

i. Establishment of several polytechnic, colleges and universities of science and 
technology and vocational schools all over the country. 

ii. Use of lecture method, play-way methods, activity/practical methods and the 
object study are used at various levels of education in Nigeria. 

iii. The major school subject recommended for study. 

iv. The desire for orderly and planned system of doing things in schools, that 
nature of the universe was made in perfect order and worked with regularity 
which must be practiced in schools. E.g. ringing of bell at right time, having a 
regular time table, division of subject into related subject groups such as 
humanities and sciences. 


B. IDEALISM - is about the oldest philosophy to be properly developed in the 
western world. It dates back to the time of Plato (428-347 BC). 

i. THE MAJOR PHILOSOPHICAL IDEAS OF IDEALSIM 

1. Nature - Idealist hold on the belief that, ideas are the only true reality. That 
what is indeed real is spiritual in nature rather than physical i.e. it is something 
conceives in the mind and not the material. They believe that this material world 
is not stable, uncertain and changeable, but ideas are unchangeable and lasting. 
Thus, ideas come first before matter. Plato (428-347BC) maintains that men 
should concern themselves with searching for 'truth'. He defines “Truth” as 
“perfect and eternal” which could not be found in material things like houses, 
trees or animals are not the ultimate reality because they are constantly 
changing. 


24 





EDU1202 - Philosophy of Education 


ii. KNOWLEDGE - to them, the only knowledge that can be valid is that 
which comes from reasoning not through senses of touch, hearing or feeling. 
Because they see the reason as the aspect of the mind which helps us knows the 
pure form of things. Another way of deriving knowledge is through the sayings 
of wise men throughout the ages as their sayings are the products of reasoning. 
A third way of gaining knowledge is through revelation by religious/prophetic 
learning because such knowledge comes from God. 


VALUES - Idealists believe that, values like goodness, truth, beauty or honesty 
are fixed, permanent and unchangeable. They do not depend on individuals, 
places, time or circumstance. They are not man-made but are natural, universal 
and constant. That the good life is possible only within a good society thus, 
everyone must act in a manner that he would want all other people to act. 


IDEALIST AIMS OF EDUDCATION 


- they maintain that education should 
emphasize the following educational objectives: 


a. Search for Truth or Intellectual Development - according to Plato, truth 
can’t be found in this physical world because the world is not permanent. But 
‘truth’ or ‘perfect ideas’ can be found only in ‘Philosophic Wisdom’ which can 
only be attained through intellectual development. He recommended the study 
of subjects that can develop the mind or intellect. 


b. Self-realization - idealists believe that education should develop that “self” 
or “lead to self-realization”. The concept of discovering who you are, what you 
can really do, your limitations and how can fit into the society you belong. 


c. Character Development - they believe that good character development is a 
major aim of education. Thus, emphasized development of good morals, sense 
of duty, loyalty and patriotism. In order to attain these, the school has to provide 
the pupils with “worthy models” from which they can mould their own 
character. The teacher has to serve as a model for the pupils to emulate. 
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d. The Development of Society - to them, education should train every 
individual to use his abilities for the benefit of the society. As Bogolslsky said, 

“brotherhood is the should and essence of real democracy”, 

5. IDEALIST CURRICULUM 

The idealists believe that the most important part of man’s existence is the 
mind. They believed that this should be nourished and developed. The 
development of the mind comes through encouraging the child to think about 
various ideas such as truth, fair play and brotherhood. Idealists do not support 
teaching pupils’ specific technical skills but rather encourages broad 
understanding or general education. So they emphasise classical studies, but 
they are not opposed to science. So they recommend subjects like mathematics, 
literature, arts, history, philosophy, grammar, religion and others. The idealists 
do everything to the development of what they consider to be real that is the 
mind etc. 

IDEALIST METHOD OF EDUCATION: 

i. Favour studies that provide deep knowledge and method and can tap it. They 
emphasized dialectic method for learning, a method of questioning and 
discussion session 

which promotes critical thinking among students. 

ii. Support the lecture method as a means of encouraging thinking over the facts 
rose so as to help students understand the truth. 

iii. Also recommended the project methods which provide pupils with self¬ 
activity that would lead to constructive and creative work. 

HOW IDEALIST INFLUENCED NIGERIAN EDUCATION 

1. Before independence, our educational system which was based on the British 
type, leaned heavily towards the study of classics (traditional) and the arts 
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subjects aiming at giving people broad or general knowledge rather than 
specialized knowledge. 

2. All the aims of education recommended by them namely, intellectual 
development, self-realization, character development and society development 
are part of aims/objectives of education in Nigeria. 

3. All the subjects they recommended for study are taught in our schools. 

4. They insist on moral values for the attainment of good life. Our educational 
policy also emphasizes the inculcation of “moral and spiritual values in inter¬ 
personal and human relations...” 

5. The idealists’ method, questioning method is in current use at various levels 
of education in Nigeria. 

6. The idea of a teacher serving as a model for the pupils was strongly stressed 
by the idealists. 

IMPLICATION: LESSONS FROM THE STUDY ON REALISM AND 
IDEALISM 

i. Realists emphasize the use of sense of acquiring knowledge. You need to the 
physical sense of your children e.g. hearing - so that that the can listen well in 
the class: seeing - so that can observe accurately: touching - so that they can 
know the qualities of matter. 

ii. Idealists emphasize the use of reasoning in learning. This is of great 
importance if the child must develop intellectually. You need to train their 
reasoning power using the appropriate method. 

iii. These philosophers teach us that education has definite objectives which 
could be fulfilled in the life of each child. Identify one or two educational 
objectives e.g. development of good character or self-concept and work towards 
developing these in your children. 
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iv. Idealists emphasize that the teacher should be a “worthy model” for the 
pupils. Your life style should promote the development of good character in 
your children. 

v. We have leamt a number of methods from them. Your teaching doesn’t have 
to be stereotyped, using one method all the time. You need to vary your 
methods to stir up interest in the children and make learning enjoyable. 


3. PRAGMATISM 


Pragmatism is the philosophical idea that drives from Greek word which means 
“to do ” or “to accomplish This ideology gives more primarily to over theory ; 
jotter = theory, activity = accomplish and satisfactory = result. Pragmatists 
assert that change is dynamic and belongs to the essence of reality. Some of the 
proponents of realism are also proponents of pragmatism. Some of them are 
Francis Bacon (1561-1626) also in Realism, John Locke (1632-1704) also in 
Realism, William James (1842-1920) Charles Sanders Pierce (1839-1914) and 
John Dewey (1859 - 1952) to mention but a few. Pragmatism is also known as 
Instrumentalism, Functionalism & Experimentalism. 

i. HISTORY Pragmatism is best understood in its historical and cultural 
context. It arose during the late 19th century, a period of rapid scientific 
advancement typified by the theories of British biologist Charles Darwin (1809- 
1882), whose theories suggested too many thinkers that humanity and society 
are in a perpetual state of progress. During this same period a decline in 
traditional religious beliefs and values accompanied the industrialization and 
material progress of the time. In consequence it became necessary to rethink 
fundamental ideas about values, religion, science, community, and individuality. 

NATURE OF REALITY - Pragmatists agree with that this physical world is 
real. But unlike realists, they do not agree that the laws of nature cannot change. 
On the contrary, they believe that whatever is real is subject to change and so 
we must prepared to change the way we do things. That man determines what is 
real to him. 


28 




EDU1202 - Philosophy of Education 


KNOWLEDGE - they believe that the mind is active and always want to find 
out things. Since the world is constantly changing, man should not just be an 
observer. He can and should play part in bringing about this change in the area 
of knowledge by trying out things (experimenting). Thus, Dewey (1859-1952), 
maintains that true knowledge can only be gained through scientific method. 
Anything that cannot be proved by scientific method does not exist. 

VALUES - they believe that values are neither fixed, permanent nor universal; 
these values changes with time and place thus, should be constantly reviewed. 
To them, value is deeded by its usefulness. 

AIMS OF EDUCATION - Dewey, a leading pragmatist says that the aim of 
education: 

i. Is to help child grow in his experience and to direct future experiences in a 
meaningful way. 

ii. Is for the development of civilized social life in the society. 

That civilized society exists because education is transmitted from generation to 
generation. Without this, social life cannot exist. 

iii. Should be functional. It should be useful, a means of earning a living or 
gaining employment (Instrumentalism). 

iv. Should also help the individual to develop his ability in reason and 
understand what he does. The school provides the suitable environment for this. 

CURRICULUM - Pragmatist advocate that the curriculum should be made as 
broad and varied to take care of the many abilities. Pulling all knowledge gained 
from diverse areas together to solve life problems. They oppose the traditional 
method among others as this arrangement separates the facts learnt form the 
child’s real life experiences. They are also in favour of Problem-Centered 
Curriculum the core curriculum, the project method and the problems 
approaches. Students then tackle the problem in different ways according to 
their inter ests, needs and experiences. They extract relevant fac ts to their 
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problems from many sources, draw conclusions and construct suitable 
generalization. So they recommended 

history, geography, technical education, language, agric, arts, crafts work etc. to 
be taught at schools. 

METHOD OF EDUCATION - they recommended the following method: 

i. The experimental method is very important. Life is at stand-still and there is 
always need for improvement. Thus, experimenting, trying our new things to 
bring about improvements become necessary. 

ii. Experimenting needs to discovery in education which sets the learner on the 
move to explore and find out new things in order to gain new knowledge. Thus, 
new knowledge, the skills of inquiring and self-reliance are developed. 

iii. Pragmatists supported project methods for learning because, it enables 
learners receive general education with the teacher as the moderator. 

iv. They also feel that the best way to teach children how to solve problems in 
life is not by theory but by developing problem-solving skills using real life 
situations. They are expected to develop their plans and tackle their difficulties. 

INFLUENCE ON NIGERIAN EDUCATION 

i. The ideas that education should be functional, practical and serve as means for 
earning useful living have resulted to the introduction of vocational, 
commercial, technical and comprehensive schools in Nigeria. The 6-3-3-4 
system of education recently introduced was strongly influenced by pragmatic 
ideas. 

ii. The introduction of integrated studies e.g. Integrated Science, Social Studies 
etc. are their influence. 

iii. The use of new methods of teaching in our schools, such as project and 
experimental methods. 
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iv. They are strongly in favour of the objective types of questions. This method 
of assessment has gained ground at all levels of education in Nigeria. Most of 
the National common entrance examinations and continues assessment tests at 
the university level are the objective type. 

v. They encourage a democratic way of learning through purposeful and 
cooperative project and activities. 

IMPLICATION - we have learnt from the Pragmatists that: 

i. Knowledge and indeed everything in the world keep in changing. Therefore, 
you shouldn’t be satisfied with your old ideas or methods. Experiment on new 
methods and search for new ideas. 

ii. The aim of education is to help the child grow in his experience. What 
learning experiences are you providing for your children? Educational films, 
excursions, drama, practical activities etc. will help them to grow. 

iii. The number of pragmatic teaching which are different from the traditional 
methods. You can employ them to create a variety in your teaching. 


4. EXISTENTIALISM 


Existentialism is a philosophy that tries to look at life as it really is the good 
side and the bad side, joys and sorrows, the beautiful and the ugly. Akinpelu 
calls it “Philosophy of Existence”. Philosophers here include J.P. Sartre (1905- 
1980), Martin Buber (1878-1965), Martin Heidegger (1889-1976), George 
Knellwe (), Albert Camus (1913-1960) to mention a few. 

NATURE OF REALITY - they too believe that the things in the world which 
we can see, touch and feel are real and do exist. 

Some of their basic ideas are: 

i. That man is free and decides things for himself. Jean Paul Sartre (1905-1980) 
says "Man is nothing else but what makes himself”. This means that 
everybody ’s future lies in his own hands. _ 
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ii. In making any choice, man must be fully responsible for the consequences of 
his choice. This means that whether the choice is good or bad, nobody else is to 
be blamed. 

KNOWLEDGE - to them, three things are important for one to gain knowledge 
that can lead on to action personal experience, reasoning and emotion/feeling. 

i. Personal Experience - they regard personal experience as the knowledge 
which can’t be duplicated, imitated or adequately to another person. Therefore, 
knowledge is whatever a person interprets it to be. It is the person that is poor 
who knows what is really means to a poor. 

ii. Reasoning - weighting the points in favour and against an idea, to arrive at 
true knowledge. 

iii. Emotion or Feeling - is as reason in man’s life. Because one may know 
what is right but may not have strong feeling to do it. Thus, his feeling 
determines his action or what he considers proper at that time. 

VALUE - existentialists believe that man is the judge of what is of value to 
him. It is subjective (personal). This means that value is personal because it is 
the person who is interested in a thing who values it. Nobody willing and 
knowingly chooses what is bad. He makes a choice after considering all 
possible factors and consequences. One shouldn’t be compelled to follow the 
“crowd”, the majority opinion or the society’s tradition in one’s action to 
promote freedom of choice. 

AIM OF EDUCATION: 

i. They believe that the task of education is to improve the individual’s ability to 
decide correctly. Education should him develops this initiative. 

ii. Education should help the individual to search for and discover who he is. 
That is self-realization which involves findings, who you are, your limits and 
what you can do thus, understands himself better. 
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iii. A key quality in character development is self-reliance for free existence. 

iv. In developing the above qualities, the individual can’t rely on his own efforts 
alone. He needs the assistance of other resources. Education should therefore, 
enable a person to use experiences from school and home background to 
achieve self-fulfillment. 

CURRICULUM 

That curriculum should be based on the social or cultural background of the 
learner. They do not bother as much about the content as they bother how it is 
taught. They recommend subjects in social sciences for knowledge of people 
and social interaction, the sciences and technology for survival and most 
importantly the humanities especially Literature to enable learners follow the 
herpes of the novels as the lived. It showed how they loved or hated, how they 
struggled against great difficulties, how they took important decisions, and how 
they faced the consequences of their action. Literature is a way of making 
learners appreciates the human living condition of their heroes as the really are. 

EXISTENTIALIST METHOD - they are concerned more with methods that 
the contents. The aim of teaching is to help the learner to know in a thorough 
manner so that he can use the knowledge to make his decisions. Consequently, 
they favour the below methods in the practice of education: 

i. Socratic Method of Teaching - this involves the use of question and answers 
by the teacher and learner. 

ii. Role Playing and Drama whereby, the learner images himself into the role 
he is playing i.e. he plays the role as if it is real. 

iii. Individualized Teaching Method - Here, the teachers occupies a special 
position of importance in the education of the child. He has to know every child 
name and details of his history. He has to know the individual differences of the 
learners and be able to teach each child as though he is teaching him/her alone. 
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RELEVANCE TO NIGERIAN EDUCATION - educator consider learners’ 
personal experience and reasoning ability in deciding what to teach. They also 
consider their background. This ties up with science and technology as well as 
humanities, all are found in Nigerian Curriculum. 

IMPLICATION - we have learnt from the existentialist that: 

i. “Man is nothing else but what he makes himself’. This should throw a 
challenge to you. As you also pass this idea through your action or examples to 
the children, you should be able to make them aware their own future lies in 
their hands. 

ii. Education should enhance our abilities to decide correctly, achieve self- 
realization and self-reliance. This means that you have a great responsibility in 
helping your pupils to fashion out a pattern of life for themselves. 

iii. In the individualized teaching method, the teacher has a key role to play. 
You should be conscious of the important role you are to play as a teacher in 
shaping the lives of all children under your care. 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO EDUCATIONAL THOUGHT 


■ SOCRATES (470-399 BC) 

Historical Background: Socrates was born about 470 BC in Athens. His father 
was a sculptor while his mother was a midwife; his goal in life was to be a 
philosopher (teacher) and he indeed later became one of the first Athenian 
teachers. He didn’t put his thoughts into writing. But most of what was now 
known about him are from the writings of his two disciples- Xenophon and 
Plato. One of the striking things about Socrates was that he lived a humble, 
disciplined and upright life. He was the best of all of his time that we have 
known, and the most “wise and just”. His students liked him for this. He was 
also a man who holds strongly to what he thinks is right and without changing 
his opinion. 
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MAJOR EDUCATIONAL IDEAS - his teachings were based on ethics or 
morals and aimed at solving the problems created in Athens then by the 
teaching of the Sophists (non-Athenian teachers who taught for some wages). 
But his teachings are important to us today. 

SOCRATES THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE 

To Sophists knowledge is attained by perception, mere sense or impression. 

But Socrates believes that knowledge is derived through concepts. And since 
reason is the source of concepts, it follows that reason is the source of 
knowledge. That, since reason is a common quality of all men, people should no 
longer depend on what they “feel” in trying to come to the truth. They should 
rather depend on “ reason ” which is the closest source of all knowledge and 
truth. (Knowledge - Concept - Reason). 

CONCEPT OF VIRTUE 

a. To Socrates, “Virtue is Knowledge ”. He believed that a man cannot act 
rightly unless he first knows what is right. Moral action (action that is right) is 
thus based upon knowledge. To him, if a man possesses knowledge, he can’t do 
wrong because all wrong-doings spring from ignorance. He said that “no man 
intentionally does wrong”. It is important to point out that, one major weakness 
of this theory is that many people’s actions are governed not by reason, but by 
emotions or feelings. People deliberately do wrong even when they know the 
right thing. 

b. That Virtue can be taught. Plato also supported this idea by saying that all we 
need is to have knowledge of what virtue, and it could be passed on to others by 
teaching. 

c. That Virtue is one. Ordinarily, we talk of many virtues, courage, justice, 
kindness, honesty, faithfulness etc. but Socrates believed that all these 
individual virtues have one source-knowledge. Therefore, knowledge itself i.e. 
wisdom is wisdom is the sole virtue which embraces all others. 


35 



EDU1202 - Philosophy of Education 


THE DIALECTIC METHOD/SOCRATIC METHOD - is a method of 
seeking knowledge by question and answers. It involves the skillful use of 
leading question. It has been used all over the world as affective method of 
teaching. 

THE DOCTRINE OF REMINISCENCE (REMEBERING) - according to 
Socrates, people learn by remembering or recalling what they knew previously 
but had been stored up in the mind. The function of the teacher, therefore, is to 
bring out such knowledge by making the learner to think through questioning. 
However, students should be encouraged to drink for themselves. 

RELEVANCE TO NIGERIAN EDUCATION 

i. Socrates have emphasized on the based need for knowledge virtue/moral 
action. This ties up well with the emphasis in the National Policy on education 
(1981) on “Character and moral training and the development of sound 
attitudes, as one of the objectives of instruction at primary level”. 

ii. His discovery of one of the sources of objectives knowledge, namely, 
Reason. Today in Nigeria, many methods are employed to make students reason 
in order to know the facts. Our educational system encourages reasoning. 

iii. Socrates’ Dialect method known as “Socratic Method” is one of the methods 
of teaching which teacher-in-training are taught and encouraged to use in the 
classrooms. 

iv. The personal life of Socrates has something good to teach both teachers and 
students. It is important to pass on his disciplined and upright life-style to 
teachers and students alike in Nigeria. 

IMPLICATION 

a. We have learnt that Socrates was humble, disciplined and upright. So he was 
loved by his students. This means that a teacher should be an example to his 
pupils. 
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b. He held strongly to what he thought was right/true. A teacher can cultivate 
this firm character and pass it on your students. 

c. We learnt that reason is the source of all knowledge. We should encourage 
our pupils to base their judgments/actions on reason not on mere emotional. 

d. They stressed the importance of good moral or virtue. You need to encourage 
your pupils to acquire these qualities. 

e. You can develop “Dialect” or “Socratic” method and use it in teaching to stir 
your pupils to think/reason well. 


PLATO (428 - 347 BC) 


Historical Background - Plato was born of rich parents and received the best 
education that was possible in Athens of their time. He was not only a friend but 
a faithful student of Socrates whose teaching and life style greatly influenced 
him. He built a school called “The Academy” where he lived and worked for the 
rest of his life as an educator, philosopher and political scientist. He wrote many 
books including the “Republic” and the “Law”. He was a man full of ideas and 
he used these ideas to create an educational system in Athens and to change the 
educational ideas of many nations in the world. 

MAJOR EDUCATIONAL CONTRIBUTION 

i. Before the time of Plato, there were no organized schools existing in Athens, 
Greece or even in the whole Western World. “The Academy” which he 
established was the first of its kind. He organized it to include elementary, 
secondary and higher education. From Athens, this idea of organized school 
spread throughout Greece, the Roman Empire and the Western World in general 
including Nigeria. 

ii. Greeks were generally lovers of games. Children were not left out because 
they believed that play is a natural activity of childhood. Plato suggests that 
children’s play should be supervised and carried out in a special place. This 
later beca me a nursery school. He recommended the play-way method of 


37 




EDU1202 - Philosophy of Education 


instruction by imitating and listening. Nigeria is not left out getting the benefits 
of nursery education. 

iii. He recommended universal and compulsory education for all free citizens 
including male and female as well as equal educational opportunity for all 
citizens. Certainly, Nigeria supports it. 

iv. State control of education. Plato saw this as a way of bringing about proper 
organization and supervision of schools and instruction. He suggests the 
appointment of a “Director of Education” assisted by a committee of experts to 
advise him on educational matters. He was to decide what and how it should be 
taught, and supervised the work of the teachers. 

v. The need for the training people for the work of adult life made Plato to see 
the need for technical and vocational type of education. He said “According to 
my view, anyone who would be good at anything must practice that thing from 
his youth upwards” (Plato Laws: 643). 

Relevance to Nigerian Education - Plato may be called a revolutionary 
philosopher, because his ideas have caused many changes in education all over 
the world. His ideas were far ahead 

of his time thus, they are still influencing education in many countless of the 
world including Nigeria. For example, in terms of establishment and 
organization of primary, secondary and higher education, the setup of nursery 
schools, the universal primary education, equal educational opportunity for boys 
and girls, state control of education, and the setting up of technical and 
vocational education. Plato’s educational ideas have influenced our educational 
system. 

Implication: We learnt that Plato: 

a. Was a man full of new ideas and used them to bring important in education. 
This means that you need to encourage your pupils to develop new ideas and 
methods. 
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b. Advocated the play-way method and learning imitation. You can use the 
same method in teaching as well as an object of imitation for good conduct. 

c. Adopt the skills of how to plan and organize education at various levels, 
Nursery - University. This knowledge can be useful to your school/community. 


JOHN LOCKE (1632 -1704) 


Historical background - John Locke was the son of British lawyer and was 
trained in medicine. Inspire of his profession, he had strong interest for 
philosophy and education. This took way from practicing medicine and devoted 
his life to writing. In the various books he wrote, he discussed his ideas on many 
issues in different areas of life such as freedom and equality, rights of parents, 
human understanding, the mind or mental faculty etc. 

Major Educational Ideas: Locke believed that education should be made to 
suit the mode of life which the pupil is expected to live. In making his 
contribution towards education, he had three classes of children in mind, 
namely, the children of the princes, the noble and those of common man. His 
major aim of education was to develop the child physically, morally and 
intellectually. This would lead to producing “a sound mind in a sound body”. 
Without good physical health, mental achievements will not be enjoyed and 
without a sound mind, physical health alone will amount to nothing. So, for 
physical training, he recommended process that would “harden” or toughen the 
child without harming him. In moral education, he recommended similar 
treatment. Children’s misbehavior should be corrected not over-looked so that 
they can acquire dependable behavior. 

METHOD OF EDUCATION - Locke laid much emphasize on good methods 
of education. That child should be made to feel free, be at ease, active in class, 
yet remain disciplined. He recommended the play-way method of learning, 
practical learning, and the use of teaching aids in instructions e.g. charts, 
pictures, variety of objects for teaching-learning. These would arrest the 
attention of the children and help them to understand better. Most importantly, 
is his idea of “Individualized teaching.” A method that takes into account the 
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individual differences thus, the teacher develops the most suitable method for 
every child. Another area is the method of education the child by the use of 
punishment, rewards praises and reasoning. He recommends the use of praise in 
the presence of others and reasoning or discussion with the child in private 
when he misbehaves. 

Locke supports private education as against public school for certain reasons as: 
Risk to the child’s good character if he mixes up with bad children, and Lack of 
individual attention by the teacher in public schools etc.+ 

THE CURRICULUM: Locke believes that a child should try to know 
everything but only those which are of use of him. He listed a number of 
subjects for study such as: English, French, Latin, arithmetic, astronomy, 
geometry, geography, history, technical etc. a child has to choose those which 
he considers useful to him. He added a manual trade “Technical Skill” and 
accounts. As he puts it, education for “young gentlemen” should be concluded 
with an excursion to make him see the world around him. For the children of the 
poor, there is to be no academic learning but they should be apprenticed to some 
trades. 

RELEVANCE TO NIGERIAN EDUCATION - the main educational aims of 
Locke which are developing the child physically, mentally and intellectually are 
in agreement with the objectives of education in Nigeria. Almost all the subjects 
he recommended for study with the exception of Latin are included in the 
Nigerian Curriculum. His ideas for the children of the poor to be apprenticed to 
some trade in in line with normal practice in Nigeria now. This so, because the 
high cost of education makes it impossible for the poor parents to educate their 
wards to a level which can enable them to be gainfully employed. Locke also 
supports private ownership of schools. This can be seen from the large number 
of private schools spring up in our urban and rural areas. He recommends a 
number of methods, play-way method, practical learning etc. all of which are in 
most Nigerian school with the exception of individualized method of teaching 
due to large number of children in classes/schools. 
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JOHN DEWEY (1859 - 1952) 


HISTORCIAL BACKGROUND - Dewey was born of a village shop-keeper 
bom on 20 th of October, 1859 in Burlington Vermont in America. He had a 
good university education and later became a lecture and professor of 
philosophy. He lectured in many universities and later settled in “Columbia 
University. He got the approval of the university and set up an “Experimental 
School.” The school was set up specifically for research and to experiment on 
his new ideas and methods. He was a philosopher, a psychologist and a practical 
teacher, a great writer who wrote over 18 books. 

MAJOR EDUCATIONAL IDEAS (AIMS OF EDUCATION) 

i. Dewey was one of the greatest pragmatic philosopher. He ties up the aim of 
education with reform and revision of the society. He said that education is an 
unending process which has no final goal, except to promote democratic way of 
life, so he recommended that: (a) the process of education should reflect 
democratic way of life, and (b) what the child learns should be determined by 
his outlook and interest and there should be close understanding between the 
pupils and the teachers. 

ii. To him, the aim of education is not only concern with transferring of 
knowledge from the adults to the youths, but also with helping them to become 
agents of progress/improvement in the society. That is why he said that 
“education is the reconstruction of experience.” 

iii. Another aim of education is the development of civilized social life in the 
society. He maintains that civilized society exist because education is 
transmitted from generation to generation. Without this, social life cannot exist. 
Thus, he ties up education with reforming and transforming of the society. 

METHOD OF EDUCATION - generally, pragmatists believed that there 
should be one pattern/method for educating a child. As a leading pragmatist, 
Dewey believes this. He recognizes that there are individual differences, so on 
stereo-typed methods can be of much use to a class of students a “Rich Social 
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Opportunity” (opportunity for active experiences and undertakings) where each 
individual can learn on his own. He is of the opinion that the best method of 
acquiring knowledge is through Experiment. This is why his philosophy has 
also been called Experimentalism. Dewey set out 5 steps to follow in 
experimental investigation: 

i. The consciousness of a problem/obstacle; 

ii. Mental survey, the analysis of the situation and location of the main factor. 

iii. Listing of possible solutions. 

iv. Thinking out of the implications of each so that comparison will indicate the 
most suitable course of experiment. 

v. The actual putting into practice of the decision and the reaching of a 
conclusion as to its success or failure. 

The project method is another important method of learning taught and 
practiced by Dewey. A project is usually undertaken to solve particular 
problem. In a school/class project, the teachers become coordinator. The pupils 
are assigned definite roles. They work co-operatively to achieve the goals of the 
project. He also suggests the play-way method, use of material object and 
through excursion where children could see things for themselves. 

THE CURRICULUM - they advocate that the child experience i.e. the society 
around him should be the basis of the curriculum. That the curriculum should 
consist of the study of the occupations and associations which provide man’s 
basic needs. And the interests of the children should from the basis of the 
curriculum which shouldn’t be divided into subjects. The curriculum is not a 
predetermined program i.e. it shouldn’t be fixed program to be learnt or taught 
one after the other. Rather it should be constantly revised according to the 
changing interests and life of the children. This means that they should be given 
freedom to engage in self-activity and freedom in class to engage in any activity 
of their choice. Dewey is opposed to the traditional liberal educational because 
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it is bookish. He is in favour of practical education. Discipline shouldn’t be 
strict to allow freedom of action. 

RELEVANCE TO NIGERIAN EDUCATION - the project method, activity 
method, demonstrations etc. which Dewey taught is encouraged in our schools 
in Nigeria today. The experimental is widely employed in Nigerian schools, 
particularly in the sciences. The play-way method, the object-learning method 
are also widely used at various levels of our education. 

Dewey’s Democratic approach to learning has made serious impact on Nigerian 
education. Children are being given freedom of expression and action. Corporal 
punishment are now rarely while teachers and school heads now welcome with 
greater understanding and sympathy the students’ complaints or opinions. In 
fact, there is a more democratic approach to discipline in schools and 
classrooms as Dewey advocated than ever before. 

Dewey also advocate for a curriculum that will take care of the basic needs of 
the society and the pupils i.e. food, shelter, clothing and housing. In other 
words, priority should be given to scientific, technical, and vocational education 
which can take care of these needs. As a response to this, the 6-3-3-4 system of 
education came into operation which enables each child discover and develop 
his special abilities. 


7. THE PHILOSOPHICAL IDEAS OF THREE CHILD EDUCATION, 
_ ROUSSEAU, PESTALOZZI AND MONTESSORI _ 


1. JEAN-JACQUES ROUSSEAU (1712 - 1778) His Philosophy: Although a 
Swiss by birth, he lived and made his greater contributions to the French 
society. His main points of philosophy are that, “Man is born free, society 
corrupts him.” In other words, a new child is born pure and innocent and will 
grow up to be pure and innocent if we do not allow him to be badly influenced 
by the society. This state of natural purity is what Rousseau calls the natural 
state of the child. From this basic philosophy which he conceived because his 
own society was corrupt, he developed 
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2. JEAN HEINRICH ESTALOZZI (1746 - 1827) - Pestalozzi was also a 
Swiss, he dedicated his life to the education of the children of poor Swiss 
parents. He would have had a comfortable childhood but for the early of his 
father. When he 

Knew poverty, he decided to help to reduce poverty among the peasants. 

HIS EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY - he believed in education as a means 
of social reform and social improvement. He believes that there should be equal 
educational opportunities so that every child can develop his capacity to the full. 
He developed a philosophy of the mind and believed that human mind works 
according to certain stages in the learning of new ideas. The mind knows things, 
peoples and events as “Form”, “Number” and “Name.” therefore, teacher should 
use these various ways of knowing to help the child to learn better. 

HIS PRACTICE OF EDUCATION - He believed in practical ways of making 
children learn, that teacher should 

use the objects and examples which children are familiar with to teach them. 
His practical methods of teaching are based on his philosophy of the mind. They 
are as follows: 

a) Identification: This means trying to see the new form of new things to be 
learnt, which includes: the size, colour, height and feeling to the touch among 
others qualities. During the identification, the child is able to measure, draw, 
write and examine the new thing very closely and interact with thin. All these 
make a child remember what he has learnt. 

b) Counting: This happens when learning units and clusters of objects. 
Counting helps the child to know numbers and qualities. This will help him to 
understand measurement better. 

c) Naming: The child learns to identify the object by name. This is also a skill 
be used in language learning. Pestalozzi believes 
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that a child should first learn to speak before reading. Finally, he believed that a 
child should not only be given book education but physical and character 
education as well. 

3. MARIA MONTESSORI (1870 - 1952) - She was an Italian medical doctor 
who specialized in the study of the structure and development of the body. She 
was therefore, highly interested in the physical and mental disabilities of her 
patients. But as a medical doctor, she knew that handicapped people did not 
need drugs as: 

i. They three of them have based their ideas and practices of education on the 
psychological of the child. Because they were concerned with the learner as 
persons with individual interests and differences. Modem educational 
physiology works on these aspects of child development and learning thus, we 
call them pioneers of modern educational psychology. 

ii. They are concerned that learning should take the nature of the child into 
consideration. The child’s interest and ability is of great importance to them. 
We call them the philosophers of child-centered education, which is advocated 
in modern times. 

iii. They all believe in childhood as an important period of a person’s life. 
Children are therefore important members of the society. In modern times, 
parents and government recognize the importance of childhood education and 
pre-school education. 

iv. The fact that they emphasize that education should consider the learners 
special abilities quality them to be pioneers of special education. 

v. Some of their ideas may however be out of date in modem times. There is no 
country of the world where educators would 

wait till learners are twelve years old before they start school learning as 
Rousseau suggested. But educators in modern times agree that early childhood 
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is the childhood to teach children not only book learning but good characters as 
well. 
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